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" You arc aware, my dear Maucler," continued Banks,
u that the first outbreak of the insurrection took place at
Meerut and Delhi. The news reached Cawnpore on the
4th of May. And on the same day the 1st regiment of
sepoys exhibited symptoms of hostility.
** At this moment Nana Sahib came forward with an
offer of his services to the Government. General Wheeler
was so ill-advised as to place confidence in the good
faith of this villain and knave, who immediately sent his
own soldiers to occupy the Treasury Buildings.
"That same day an irregular regiment of sepoys, on its
..way to Cawnpore, mutinied and massacred its British
officers at the very gates of the town.
" The danger then became evident in all its magnitude
General Wheeler gave orders that all Europeans should
take refuge in the barracks, where were quartered the
women and children of the 32nd regiment, then at Luck-
now. These barracks were situated at the point nearest the
road from Allahabad, by which alone succour could arrive.
" It was there that Lady Munro and her mother were
shut up; and throughout this imprisonment she manifested
the utmost sympathy for her companions in misfortune,
tending them with her own hands, assisting them with
money, encouraging them by words and example; in short,
showing herself to be, as 1 have told you she was, a noble,
heroic woman.